
APEX English 1 Summer Reading Assignment 2018-2019 
 

For any questions about the summer assignments please contact me via email at chelsea.john@ocps.net  
Assignment 1:  
Please read Outliers By: Malcolm Gladwell and complete the following guiding  questions.  
Link to the text: http://banco.az/sites/default/files/books/outliers-the_story_of_success.pdf  
 

Guiding Questions: Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell  
Note: The questions are designed to guide the reader through the entire text, and the student should be 
prepared to discuss each question in a Socratic forum. The student must to respond in writing to one of 

the questions from each chapter. All students must answer the questions for the introduction. 
 Please make sure that your responses are done independently.  

There is to be no collaboration on these responses. Assignments will be submitted through TurnItIn 
to check for originality during the first week of school.  

*100-200 words for each response, and please use evidence from the text to support your response* 
Responses can be written in a Microsoft Word or Google document. 

 
Chapter 1 “The Matthew Effect” (Must answer both questions) 

❏ Explain the author’s viewpoint regarding “The Story of Success”. Are personal qualities the sole 
reason one becomes an outlier? Explain your answer providing support from the text.  

❏ What is the consequence of “prematurely writing people off as failures”?  
Chapter Two “The 10,000-Hour Rule” (Must answer one of the following questions) 

❏ Explain the 10,000-Hour Rule.  
❏ Consider the following: “Practice isn’t the thing you do once you’re good. It’s the thing you do 

that makes you good.” Explain how this philosophy was at work for Bill Joy, The Beatles, and 
Bill Gates.  

Chapter Three “The Trouble with Geniuses, Part 1” (Must answer one of the following questions) 
❏ Describe the difference between ‘divergence testing’ and ‘convergence testing’. Is one more 

significant than the other? 
❏ Gladwell states that communities and companies in American society “are convinced that those at 

the very top of the IQ scale have the greatest potential.” After reading the chapter, explain why 
you either agree or disagree with this statement. 

Chapter Four “The Trouble with Geniuses, Part 2” (Must answer one of the following questions) 
❏ Compare and contrast Langan and Oppenheimer.  
❏ What is the difference between “concerted cultivation” and “accomplishment of natural growth”?  

Chapter Five ”The Three Lessons of Joe Flom” (Must answer one of the following questions) 
❏ Explain Gladwell’s statement as it relates to Joe Flom: “Buried in that setback was a golden 

opportunity.” 
❏ Consider the following quote: “Hard work is a prison sentence only if it does not have meaning.” 

Explain how this quote relates to the chapter. 
Chapter Six “Harlan, Kentucky” (Must answer one of the following questions) 

❏ Describe the “culture of honor” that exists in the Appalachian Mountains.  
❏ What are the “cultural legacies” as described in this chapter? Why are they significant to 

understand when dealing with people?  
❏  
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Chapter Seven “The Ethnic Theory of Plane Crashes” (Must answer one of the following questions) 
❏ Describe the significance of the “willingness to change” as it relates to Korean Air. 
❏ What is Gladwell explaining about the importance of communication? 

Chapter Eight “Rice Paddies and Math Tests” (Must answer one of the following questions) 
❏ After reading this section of the book, have your opinions changed about math classes and math 

ability? Explain why or why not.  
❏ Describe the connection between the “10,000-Hour Rule” and the wet-rice farmers in Asia.  

Chapter Nine “Marita’s Bargain” (Must answer one of the following questions) 
❏ Describe the significance of summer vacation as it relates to different groups of students. Why is 

this significant?  
❏ Gladwell states “success follows a predictable course.” How does this quote apply to Marita?  

Epilogue “A Jamaican Story” (Must answer one of the following questions) 
❏ What does Gladwell mean when he states, “The outlier in the end is not an outlier at all.”  
❏ Explain what Gladwell means when he states, “That is the story of my mother’s path to success – 

and it isn’t true.” 
 
Assignment 2: Please read the FOUR short stories listed below and complete the corresponding reading 
guide questions found below. The reading guide questions will be collected the first week of school and 
will also be used as part of an in-class assignment at the beginning of the school year. 
Summer Reading Short Stories: 
• “The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell 
 http://whs.wsd.wednet.edu/Faculty/Zobel/documents/TheMostDangerGameTEXT.pdf  
• “The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant 
 http://www.bartleby.com/195/20.html 
• “The Scarlet Ibis” by James Hurst 
 http://whs.wsd.wednet.edu/Faculty/Zobel/documents/TheScarletIbisText.pdf  
• “The Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry 
 http://www.ibiblio.org/ebooks/Henry/Gift_Magi.pdf  

Reading Guide Questions 
“The Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry 

1. Plot Structure – Identify the stages of plot development by noting the part of the story  
that corresponds to each stage. (Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, and  
Resolution) 
2. Setting – What is the setting? Make sure you include both the place and time  
(approximate year). 
3. Conflict – Identify the most prominent conflict type in the story. 
4. Theme – What is the theme of the story? Answer in a complete sentence, stating  
the intended message of the author. 

“The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant 
1. Plot Structure – Identify the stages of plot development by noting the part of the story  
that corresponds to each stage. (Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, and  
Resolution) 
2. Conflict – Identify the most prominent conflict type in the story.  
3. Symbolism – What is symbolic in the story? What is the object and what does it represent? 
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4. Situational Irony – Identify two ways in which the ending of the story is ironic. 
“The Scarlet Ibis” by James Hurst 

1. Conflict – Identify the most prominent conflict type in the story. 
2. Symbolism – What is symbolic in the story? What is its significance? 
3. Point of View – What type of point of view is used in the story? 
What is the benefit of using this particular point of view? 
4. Imagery – Give three examples of imagery in the story. Include quotations for each. 
5. Motif – Identify one motif in the story and give two examples that demonstrate this motif. 
6. Theme – What is the theme of the story? Answer in a complete sentence, stating the intended  
message of the author. 

“The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell 
1. Conflict – Identify the most prominent conflict type in the story. 
2. Mood/Atmosphere – What is the mood/atmosphere of the opening scene of the story? 
Identify particular words that create this mood. 
3. Foreshadowing – Locate two quotations that foreshadow events in the story. Include the  
quotations. Tell what events each quotation foreshadows. 
4. Suspense – Locate two quotations that build suspense in the story. Include the quotations. Tell  
how each quotation builds suspense. 

 
Assignment 3: Please read the article below and answer the following questions: 

 
George Washington's First Inaugural Address 

 
Editor's Note: On April 30, 1789, George Washington took the oath as the first president of the United 
States. He did so, however, a bit reluctantly. Senator William Maclay of Pennsylvania remarked that 
Washington looked more "agitated and embarrassed" while facing the senators and representatives than 
he had ever looked facing "the leveled cannon or pointed musket" as the commander-in-chief of the 
Continental Army in the Revolutionary War. 
 
Fellow Citizens of the Senate and the House of Representatives.  
 
Of the difficulties which arise in life, no event could have filled me with greater anxieties than receiving 
the notification that you sent me on the fourteenth day of the present month. On one hand, I was 
summoned by my Country, whose voice I can only hear with awe and love. I was asked to leave a home 
which I had chosen so happily. I had firmly decided that this place would be a refuge for me in my older 
years. This retreat has become more dear to me every day, as well as increasingly necessary. I have had 
frequent problems with my health as time has gradually done its damage. On the other hand, the 
seriousness of the task to which the voice of my Country has called me, overwhelmed me with sadness. 
This kind of request would be enough to awaken in the wisest and most experienced of her citizens, a 
distrustful look at his own qualifications. I have inherited inferior qualities from nature, and I am 
unpracticed in the duties of civil administration. I am quite aware of my own shortcomings. Having these 
conflicting emotions, all I dare say is, I have made a faithful study to determine what my duty is. I have 
tried to consider every circumstance, by which it might be affected. All I dare hope, is, that in making this 



study, I have not been too influenced by a grateful remembrance of former times, or by an affectionate 
appreciation of the confidence my fellow-citizens have in me. I hope I have sufficiently considered 
whether I am able to face the weighty and untried problems placed before me, and considered my desire 
to avoid them. If I have not considered all this properly, any mistake should be excused by my good 
intentions. The consequences of my decision will be judged by my Country, hopefully with some of the 
same affection from where my intentions originated.  
 
As I obey the summons of the public; it would be especially improper to leave out in this first official Act, 
my sincere prayers to that Almighty Being who rules over the Universe. He presides in the Councils of 
Nations, and his divine help can cure every human defect. I do this so that his blessing will dedicate to a 
sacred purpose the liberties and happiness of the People of the United States, a Government instituted by 
themselves for these essential purposes. May his blessing enable every tool used in its administration for 
the things he oversees, to work with great success. As I offer this tribute to the Great Author of every 
public and private good, I assure myself that it expresses your sentiments as much as my own. I am sure it 
also expresses the feelings of my fellow-citizens at large. No People can be bound to acknowledge and 
adore the invisible hand, which conducts the Affairs of men, more than the People of the United States. 
Every step they have taken toward becoming an independent nation, seems to have been guided by some 
sign of divine power. An important revolution was just accomplished. This was the making of their 
system of United Government. The calm deliberations and voluntary consent of so many distinct 
communities, which led to that event, have not been seen before. They cannot be compared with the way 
in which most Governments have been created. There must be some return of pious gratitude along with a 
humble anticipation of the future blessings which the past seems to predict. These are the thoughts arising 
out of the present crisis I face. They have forced themselves too strongly on my mind to be suppressed. I 
trust you will agree with me, that they are the best kind of thoughts with which to begin a new and free 
Government. 
 
The article in the constitution which established the Executive Department, says it is the duty of the 
President "to recommend to your consideration, such measures as he shall judge necessary and 
expedient." I believe the circumstances under which we meet make it unnecessary to discuss any 
measures that need to be taken today. I will just remind you of the Great Constitutional Charter under 
which you are assembled. In defining your powers, the charter designates the important things to which 
you should give your attention. Today, instead of recommending particular things for you to do, I would 
rather give tribute to your talents, your integrity, and your patriotism.  
 
These honorable qualifications of yours give me great confidence that you will allow no local prejudices, 
or attachments; no separate views, nor party resentments, to influence your decisions. No such prejudices 
should interfere with the equal eye that should watch over this great assemblage of communities and 
interests. I am also confident that the foundations of our National policy will be laid in the pure and 
unchangeable principles of private morality. The superiority of a free Government will be shown by all 
the qualities which win the affections of its Citizens, and which command the respect of the world.  
 
I think of this prospect with every satisfaction which a strong love for my Country can inspire. There is no 
truth more firmly established, than that there is an unbreakable union between virtue and happiness. There 



are similar bonds between duty and advantage, and between an honest and generous policy, and the solid 
rewards of public prosperity and happiness. We cannot expect Heaven to smile upon a nation that 
disregards the eternal rules of order and right. Heaven itself has ordained these rules. The preservation of 
the sacred fire of liberty, and the destiny of the Republican model of Government, have been tied to this 
experiment entrusted to the American people.  
 
Besides the ordinary decisions submitted to your care, it will be up to you to decide how often you might 
exercise the power delegated by the Fifth article of the Constitution. You may decide to do this because of 
objections from citizens which have been raised against the System, or by the degree of disturbance which 
has caused these objections. It is too early for me to have any insights about this yet, derived from official 
work. So instead of undertaking to give you particular recommendations on this subject, I shall put all my 
confidence in your decision making abilities, and in your pursuit of the public good. I assure myself that 
you will carefully avoid any change which might endanger the benefits of a United and effective 
Government. I know you will not make any changes which would better be decided at a later time, when 
we have learned more from experience. And I know that your reverence for the characteristic rights of 
freemen, and your regard for the public harmony, will be enough to influence your deliberations 
concerning how much those rights should be supported, and how that harmony can be safely and 
advantageously supported.  
 
I have another observation to add, which will be most properly addressed to the House of Representatives. 
It concerns myself, and will therefore be as brief as possible. When I was first honored with a call into the 
Service of my Country, then on the eve of a difficult struggle for its liberties, the way in which I 
contemplated my duty required that I should refuse any financial payment. I have in no way changed my 
determination about this. And as I still have the same point of view which produced this decision, I must 
decline any share in the personal salary, which may be necessary to include as a permanent provision for 
the Executive Department. I must accordingly pray that the money allocated for the Station in which I am 
placed, may, during my continuance in it, be limited to such actual expenditures as the public good may 
be thought to require. Having thus brought to you my feelings, as they have been awakened by the 
occasion which brings us together, I shall take my leave now. But before I go, I must refer once more to 
the kind parent of the human race. I remind you that he has been pleased to favor the American people, 
with opportunities for careful discussion in perfect tranquility, and dispositions for deciding with 
unmatched unanimity on a form of Government, for the security of their Union, and the advancement of 
their happiness. Because of this, I  request that his divine blessing may always be kept in mind in the 
enlarged views, the temperate consultations, and the wise measures on which the success of this 
Government must depend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Questions on George Washington's First Inaugural Address 
 

1) Which sentence from the speech would provide the BEST evidence about Washington's views 
regarding political parties? 
A) No such prejudices should interfere with the equal eye that should watch over this great assemblage of 
communities and interests. 
B) I am also confident that the foundations of our National policy will be laid in the pure and 
unchangeable principles of private morality. 
C) There are similar bonds between duty and advantage, and between an honest and generous policy, and 
the solid rewards of public prosperity and happiness. 
D) The superiority of a free Government will be shown by all the qualities which win the affections of its 
Citizens, and which command the respect of the world. 
 
2) Which selection from the speech BEST shows what Washington thinks about the American 
people? 
A) I think of this prospect with every satisfaction which a strong love for my Country can inspire. 
B) There is no truth more firmly established, than that there is an unbreakable union between virtue and 
happiness. 
C) I shall put all my confidence in your decision making abilities, and in your pursuit of the public good. 
D) But before I go, I must refer once more to the kind parent of the human race. 
 
3) Which of the following selections from the speech BEST develops a central idea? 
A) Besides the ordinary decisions submitted to your care, it will be up to you to decide how often you 
might exercise the power delegated by the Fifth article of the Constitution. 
B) You may decide to do this because of objections from citizens which have been raised against the 
System, or by the degree of disturbance which has caused these objections. 
C) I have another observation to add, which will be most properly addressed to the House of 
Representatives. It concerns myself, and will therefore be as brief as possible. 
D) When I was first honored with a call into the Service of my Country, then on the eve of a difficult 
struggle for its liberties, the way in which I contemplated my duty required that I should refuse any 
financial payment. 
 
4) The central idea of the speech is developed by: 
A) Explaining what steps Americans would have to take in order to be ready for self-governance 
B) Detailing Washington's faith in the goodness of Americans with regard to self-governance 
C) Describing specific instances when Washington witnessed Americans acting morally 
D) Comparing Washington's fears with the realities he has faced in dealing with the American people 


